THE  ELECTIONS.                           IO3

exercise an unfavourable influence upon the Unionists
of Wallachia. But the officials had not reckoned
upor! the wave of feeling which swept over the
people. France aided the Roumanian cause, and
threatened to break off relations with the Sultan,
unless the opinions of the inhabitants were fairly and
freely consulted. The sham elections were declared
void ; a second appeal to the Moldavian people, this
time unaccompanied by official intimidation or inter-
ference, resulted in an overwhelming majority for the
Union. Only two deputies out of eighty-five were
opposed to it. The two constituent assemblies, or
divans ad hoc^ as they were called, met in the separate
principalities and decided in favour of the Union of
Wallachia and Moldavia in a single state, under the
same government. This government was to consist
of a foreign prince, a member of some reigning
family, who was to be hereditary on condition that
his heirs embraced the national religion. Bibescou,
Stirbeiu, and Ghika all patriotically sacrificed them-
selves to the interests of their country. By the side
of the prince there was to be an assembly, elected on
a wide franchise, which would represent the general
interests of the people, and not those of the nobles
alone. These decisions were communicated to the
Powers, and the Convention of Paris in 1858 devised
a scheme which was neither Union nor Separation.
According to this diplomatic arrangement there were
to be two princes, two national assemblies, and two
governments, but one central committee to devise
common laws for the u united principalities of Mol-
davia and Wallachia," as they were officially desig-